in children; normal and abnormal cognitive development of the child; cognitive deficits in schizophrenia.
Many of the contributors have made distinguished experimental and conceptual contributions to the explanation and understanding of psychological behavioural disorders and the roles played in them by neuropathological, neurophysiological and genetic risk factors. All chapters are so lucidly written that they constitute excellent teaching material which can be readily supplemented by more recent conceptualizations, research data and even more comprehensive deductions from these. From this point of view, the chapters on autism, retardation, Huntington's chorea and malnutrition seem to fit a modern cognitive approach less well than the traditional and somewhat inadequate psychometric analysis of behaviour and performance deficits retained here.
But even those sections of the book, more than half of it, concerned with so-called functional and learned vulnerability and/or disorders, exhibit either an uneven balance between the old and the new in modem cognitive psychology, or where they employ the new such as sensory overload, disinhibition or attention and thought processes, they fail to define in depth, or ignore, crucial influences. This applies particularly to developmental processes, semantic acquisition of knowledge and relationships, and recent cognitive interpretations of stress (or, to be correct, stressors), and anxiety. These omissions are probably more unfortunate for the many theoretical positions adopted vis-a-vis the schizophrenias than for the status of current models of depression and neurosis which can be (and have been) expanded to include them. The sophisticated reader will look unavailingly for index references to stress, anxiety, schemata, semantic networks, cognitive structures, memory or language.
VERNON HAMILTON

Senior Lecturer in Psychology
University of Reading To have such pictures presented in isolation from any clinical background and light microscopical context is not a good idea, and a considerable knowledge of diagnostic histopathology and normal ultrastructural cellular appearances is needed to be able to understand them. The difficulties of interpretation ate not helped by the paucity of markers on the micrographs. Exact indications of the structures are a vital necessity to those not already extremely familiar with the appearances of basal lamina, elastic fibres, ribosome lamellar complexes, tubulated bodies, etc.
For the serious diagnostic electron microscopist the illustrations are too selective. There is no indication of the possible range of appearances in different lesions and the criteria for inclusion of pathological processes in the atlas are very puzzling. For example, there are 45 micrographs from the liver but only 3 from the breast.
The standard of the micrographs themselves is very variable and in several instances the magnifications are too low to display the features claimed to be present, e.g. hepatitis B virus in liver cells. The text is brief and sometimes misleading, as in the use of 'epithelial cell' instead of 'epithelioid cell' in relation to sarcoidosis.
This book is unsuitable for either medical students or physicians and of only limited use to pathologists and electron microscopists.
JULIE CROW
Senior Registrar in Histopathology Northwick Park Hospital. Harrow
Retinal Detachment Surgery. A H Chignell pp 166 DM 64 Berlin: Springer 1980
It is refreshing to find a new book on retinal detachment surgery which includes, within a reasonable compass, a logical approach to the diagnosis and management of rhegmatogenous retinal detachment. In a developing field, any new contribution to the literature must be subject to limitations, and the author has made it clear in the preface that vitreous surgery has not been included. There is now a sufficiency of literature upon this particular subject to enable the reader to follow up a study of Chignell's book with a perusal of the relevant contributions on vitreous surgical techniques.
The present volume will provide the ophthalmologist in training with a practical and sequential approach to the diagnostic techniques, the assessment of the most suitable intervention for an individual case, and the methods involved in the surgical procedure. Not intended for the trained ophthalmologist specializing in retinal surgery, it provides for the postgraduate student, the resident in ophthalmology, and the ophthalmic surgeon whose practice is general, but necessarily includes the treatment of retinal detachments, with a reasoned approach to the subject. It is adequately illustrated and includes a number of line drawings and fundus paintings by Mr Terry Tarrant, whose expertise in this field is well known.
A difficulty which attends all authors whose books are published by an overseas publishing house is the relatively frequent occurrence of minor typographical errors and of occasional spelling mistakes. These in no way detract from the value of this book, and will no doubt be eliminated in the second edition.
J R HUDSON
Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon Moorfields Eye Hospital. London
Cancer and Related Lesions of the Vulva Malcolm Stening pp 160 £14.95 Lancaster: MTP Press 1980 The author's 25 years' wide experience of vulvar disease is the basis for the presentation of his views on the development and management of the disorders which may lead to, or are associated with, malignancy. Careful and diligent work has led to the conclusions which are similar to, but not entirely at one with, modern international concepts of the dystrophies and so may rather confuse a student. Nonetheless, the train of thought is well founded.
The treatment of established cancer has much more to offer the reader. Good colour photographs and diagrams convey a real sense of the difficulties of a radical operation. The prolific use of additional surgeons, his unusual methods of dealing with the urethra, and the use of radical rather than skinning vulvectomy for in situ lesions are all perhaps unusual and provocative -but are helpful.
There is much to learn and to ponder in this treatise, but it must be read in context with other books on the subject.
CHARLES P DOUGLAS
Professor of Obstetrics & Gynaecology
University of Cambridge and authors were selected before the surge of interest in this group of drugs occurred. The chapters are all well written, but some are on the 'starchy side', tending to give a catalogue of information. However, the chapter on topical therapy by Drs Ive and Comaish is especially well written, and is even witty in places -quite an achievement considering the title! It would be quite wrong to single out any chapter as being more worthwhile than others. They are all excellent and informative. If I were to mention individual chapters, it would reflect more my interest than the quality of the work. The book is mainly written by and for clinicians and it is the practising dermatologist who will benefit most. Clinicians often find epidermal cell kinetics hard to understand; Professor Wright's review is scholarly and clear. Research workers would enjoy any chapter relevant to their work.
Altogether this is an excellent publication, and is a 'must' for all dermatologists -to read and enjoy and as an excellent source of reference. This monograph presents an up-to-date review of the use of in vitro systems for studying neoplastic transformations of epithelial cells. Formerly, most laboratories engaged in the study of in vitro carcinogenesis used mesenchymal (fibroblast) cultures, but, as Dr Franks points out in his preface, the majority of human and animal tumours are of epithelial origin, so that the extension of in vitro studies to epithelial systems is clearly important. Thirty contributors discuss a range of in vitro systems, including those employing salivary gland, respiratory tract, hepatic and bladder epithelia, and brain cells.
The text covers technical methods, the use of different types of carcinogen, changes in the morphology of the affected cells, chromosomal abnormalities and enzymatic changes. The morphological alterations are satisfactorily illustrated by photomicrographs, phase-contrast photomicrographs, immunofluorescent staining, transmission electronmicrographs and scanning electronmicrographs. There are useful chapters on polycyclichydrocarbon metabolism in cell culture, and on various biological markers of neoplasia,
In the final chapter, Dr Franks presents a succinct review of 'Problems and Prospects', This book is recommended, not only to workers in the
